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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 02992 160329Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO TRSE-00 L-03 EB-07 COME-OO OMB-01 
/021 W 

082792 160817Z/21 

R 150930Z JUL77 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8103 

UNCLAS SINGAPORE 2992 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, EWWT, SN 

SUBJECT: DOUBLE TAXATION AND SINGAPORE MARITIME FREIGHT TAX 

1 . EMBASSY APPROACHED BY R.J. REYNOLDS INDUSTRIES 
AND SUBSIDIARY SEA-LAND SERVICE CONCERNING MEANS OF 
ELIMINATING SINGAPORE'S OUTGOING MARITIME FREIGHT TAX. 

WHILE PROBLEM WOULD BE RESOLVED IF USG CONCLUDES A 
GENERAL DOUBLE TAXATION TREATY, IN VIEW OF IMPASSE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS, RJR BROACHED POSSIBILITY OF SEPARATING 
OUT AND CONCLUDING AGREEMENT ON THIS SINGLE SUBJECT. 

2. BEFORE EMBASSY SOUNDS OUT GOS ON THIS 
ALTERNATIVE, WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE ON EFFICACY 

OF SUCH AN APPROACH, AS WELL AS DESIRABILITY OF ATTEMPTING 
TO BEGIN PROCESS THAT COULD LEAD TO SERIES OF SEPARATE 
AGREEMENTS AS OPPOSED TO GENERAL PACKAGE. 
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